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t (Racism and other 
things) starts easy. It starts 
with little things. I recall 
that-in 7th grade in 1957 
there was a woman named Kathy 
K. She was quite fond of me. 
And one day to tell me how much 
she liked me she told me that I 
was so cute that I was like the 
little boy with the big ol' water-
melon that she had seen on a TV 
show; my smile especially re-
minded her that I liked putting my 
big lips around food, especially 
big ol' pieces of melon. 
*The title is taken from an automobile sticker found on 
cars and trucks in the USA. The bumper sticker was created 
during and for the US effort in its Gulf War. The sticker 
reads: "I'D FLY 10,000 MILES TO SMOKE A CAMEL! 
In street slang, "to smoke" someone is to shoot someone. 
The Gulf War popularized the notion of associating camels 
with Arabs. · 
The second portion of the title 'Indian Country', comes 
from the February 19, 1991 military briefing by Brigadier 
General Richard Neal in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The Brigadier 
said, "the US military wanted to be certain of speedy victory 
once they committed land forces to 'Indian Country'." 1n-
dian Country' is a US military term/or "behind enemy 
lines. " Its origins are the war for total annihilation which the 
US government waged against American Indians. (See 
Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne, "Smart Bombs and Indian Country," 
Crossroads April, 1991: 2-5). The last part of the title refers 
to Tom Hayden's book about the American love of owning 
''things;" the book is titled, The Love of Possession is a Dis-
ease with Them. 
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Today, Kathy has a doctorate in sociology and 
studies Third World societies. Little wonder, how-
ever, that Kathy would have seen me as the water-
melon boy. The patterns of residential isolation and 
separation in the United States compete with apart-
heid in South Africa in every sense. In fact, an article 
in Christianity and Crisis (March 30, 1981) pointed 
out: 
•~n American apartheid in housing contin-
ues ... White populations in central cities have 
declined by millions since 1960, while Black 
populations have increased by millions. At 
the same time, suburban rings surrounding 
those cities have increased their White popu-
lations by many millions, with only tiny in-
creases in the number of Blacks. " 
A recent US News and World Report article (July 
22, 1991) notes that: 
"The latest census data reveal that more than 
9 million Blacks, about 30% of the total (it 
was 34% JO years ago) still live in almost 
complete racial isolation. " · 
Despite the Cosby show, since the early 1960's 
little has changed in the United States. The isolation 
of 2 societies one Black, one White provided and con-
tinues to provide an excellent pasture for all manner of 
bigotry and prejudice, myth and misconception, to be 
birthed and flourish. 
But the USA would not necessarily win the con-
test for the largest quantity of pure, unadulterated 
prejudice and ignorance. Britain, Germany, France, 
most of Western Europe, and Japan would all give 
George Bush's USA a good race for first place. And 
Colgate Palmolive's "Darkie Toothpaste" could 
emerge from any number of countries. But here in 
Seoul, I would like to consider racism on several dif-
ferent levels. 
DEFINITIONS OF RACISM 
11us far we have been talking about preju-dice, bigotry, stereotyping--this complex of personal behaviors and inter-actions on a personal level I would dub personal or in-
dividual racism. l would like now to move to a con-
sideration of a larger question; that of institutional 
racism. But I would like to do this asking that you 
bear in mind a working definition of racism which I 
have found to be very reliable and valid. It was first 
projected by the Racial Justice Working Group of the 
National Council of Churches of the United States of 
America (NCCUSA) and ex-plains, I think, quite fully 
yet succinctly, the way in which "race," "racial 
prejudice" and "racism" connect and disconnect: 
"Racism is racial prejudice plus power. Rac-
ism is the intentional or unintentional use of 
power to isolate, separate and exploit others. 
This use of power is based on a belie/in supe-
rior racial origin, identity or supposed racial 
characteristics. Racism confers certain privi-
leges on and defends the dominant group, 
which in turn sustains and perpetuates rac-
ism. Both consciously and unconsciously, 
racism is enforced and maintained by the le-
gal, cultural, religious, educational, eco-
nomic, political, environmental and military 
institutions of societies. Racism is more than 
just a personal attitude; it is the institutional-
ized form of that attitude." 
This definition is quite different from standard 
dictionary definitions of racism, e.g., the 1987 un-
abridged, second edition of the Random House Dic-
tionary of the English Language presents racism in 
the following manner: · 
"racism: 1. a belief or doctrine that inherent 
differences among the various human races 
determine cultural or individual achieve-
ments, usually involving the idea that one's 
own race is superior and has the right to rule 
others. 2. A policy, system of government, 
etc., based upon or fostering such a doctrine; 
discrimination. 3. hatred or intolerance of 
another race or other races. " 
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Thus, one can see that the NCCUSA definition 
goes far beyond individual beliefs or attitudes. In-
stead, it dives into the heart of the matter with a mul-
tiple assertion that racism is power and the u~e of 
power to inflict harm on other people. Racism, then 
according to the NCCUSA, is about human relation-
ships and the power dynamics within those relation-
ships. 
There is no single and definitive definition of rac-
ism. In fact, more and more literature today suggests 
that it is more realistic to speak of various formula-
tions of racism. (See, for instance, Goldberg, David, 
ed., Anatomy of Racism, University of Minnesota 
Press, Minneapolis, 1990, 365 pp.) Another obvious 
qualifying factor to this whole discourse is that much 
is dependent on how one conceives the term, "race." 
One US college professor recently asked in an 
essay entitled, "On 'Critical Theory' and 'Race"': 
"What then after this extended review of the 
science of "race" are we left with by way of 
understanding? ... the definition of "race" is 
partly political, partly cultural. Racial cat-
egories are fundamentally social (emphasis in 
. original) in nature and rest on the shifting 
sands of biological heterogeneity. The bio-
logical aspects of "race" are conscripted into 
projects of cultural, political and social con-
struction. "Race" is a social formation. " 
(Goldberg, op.cit., p. 68) 
Two of his colleagues, also college professors, in an 
excellent book, Racial Formation in the United 
States: From the 1960's to the 1980's, argue very per-
suasively that "race" should be understood as: 
" ... an unstable and "decentered" complex of 
social meanings constantly being transformed 
by political struggle ... The crucial task ... is to 
suggest how the widely disparate circum-
stances of individual and group racial identi-
ties, and of the racial institutions and social 
practices with which these identities are inter-
twined, are formed and transformed over 
time. This takes place ... through political con-
testation over racial meanings. " (()mi, 
Michael and Winant, Howard, Racial Forma-
tion in the United States, p. 78-79) 
"Racism" --even "race" itself--are being challenged in-
creasingly today as being not useful concepts and as 
being too bound into specific socio-economic and his-
torical circumstances. Therefore, throughout this pre-
sentation I will make reference to the working 
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definition of racism which was/is the product of 
NCCUSA's initiative. Additionally, the reader is re- . 
ferred to the World Council of Churches document, 
Churches Responding to Racism in the 1980's ap-
pended to this paper for its excellent piece from the 
wee World Consultation on Racism entitled "Work-
ing Description of Racism." In my opinion these two 
statements give us a shared platform upon which we 
can construct a prospectus about racism in various 
parts of the world. 
I draw your attention to these two historic docu-
ments from the WCC because they highlight the ne-
cessity of seeing "tacism" within a specific socio-
economic, cultural and historical context, i.e., the need 
to contextualize racism. They further make the con-
nection between racism and other forms of domina-
tion/exclusion/ and exploitation/alienation. The 
documents talk, for instance, about the economic basis 
of racism--a very important consideration when one 
looks at 'free enterprise" countries like the USA and 
various Western European countries where basic in-
come gaps are so stark. For example, on average, 
American CEO's now receive $1.9 million or 85x the 
pay of average US workers. In Germany 225x as 
much, the United Kingdom 33x, Japan 17x. In the 
USA where the richest 5% own 67% of the wealth 
last year the 200 top CEO's earned an average $2.8 
million/annum and over the last 10 years USA CEO's 
real earnings doubled while worker earnings fell 
1.5%! ! This pattern of economic (social) relations be-
tween people, nations with very rich and very poor 
classes may be directly correlated to race, or put differ-
ently race may be a major, if not sole determinant of 
the question to which group one belongs. But it is also 
important to note that race per se may not enter into 
the dynamic at all, e.g., poor working class urban and 
rural Whites do exist in (Appalachia-USA) and 
Islington-England and Mathare Valley, Kenya is an 
all-Black pocket of utter destitution in Black-ruled 
Kenya. These are places where color didn't determine 
the creation of the poverty-stricken class. And they 
are places where members of the same "race" created 
and maintain the structure in which the class exists. 
Thus, one must be specific about how the economic 
and class patterns do or do not affect the articulation 
of racism within the society. · As pointed out in one re-
cent study: 
"By seeking to contextualize the impact of 
racism within class relations, one can begin 
to contextualize the specificity of the experi-
ence of racism, not in order to deny it, but 
rather in order simultaneously to highlight 
and generalize it by means of demonstrating 
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the linkages with other means of exclusion. " 
(Miles, Robert, Racism, p. 134) 
Caste is another basis for racism. More spe-
cifically, I think ·•caste," and caste dynamics, too are 
specific aspects of racism. They are systems of social 
control and hierarchy which function in elaborate and 
very specific ways. They are generated within a spe-
cific cultural/historic/economic situation. In the sys-
tem of social relations in India, Sri Lanka and other 
places, caste and "untouchability" groupings must be 
specifically examined first in order to subsequently un-
derstand race and racism. 
RACISM AND DOCTRINES 
OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
'National Security' questions, and Doctrines of 
National Security and other foreign policy concerns 
are another major arena to which racism is related and 
with which racism interacts. Or stated more clearly, 
racism impacts doctrines and actions of 'national secu-
rity' and doctrines/actions of national security impact 
racism. Thus, in order to fully understand how racism 
operates in some situations one must understand the 
role and function of national security doctrines. For 
example, it could be argued that for certain powerful 
Western nations, especially the USA, the Third World 
is both the foci of much security concern and simulta-
neously, a region where because of the West's basic 
"race" or "racialist" perspectives--we could dub it the 
Tarzan World View--human lives in the Third World 
are of little, if any, consequence. Third World men 
are viewed as units of labor, women, children, old 
people, if visible, are cheap and expendable. It is a 
view characterized by an utter arrogance and a con-
tempt for all things not American (The poem, "Cow-
boy Diplomacy," captures it in its entirety). 
So it is that we should not be surprised when we 
learn that here in Korea in the circumstance of US 
military occupation, according to a report released one 
year ago by the Korean Police, of 819 incidents during 
1989 involving US military personnel being violent or 
aggressive towards Korean citizenry, there was not 
one case prosecuted. (See "Korean Citizens' Tension 
with GI's Exacerbated by US Army Responses," Ko-
rea Update, 99, May-June, 1990, p. 19.) 
'Withold not correction from the child: 
for if thou beatest him with the rod 
he shall not die. 
--Proverbs, 23: 13 
I will speak with a quiet voice. 
I will bear a shepherd's staff. 
I will carry the stars and stripes 
To dark lands across the sea. 
With the cutting edge of my blood-red tongue, 
With the steely bones of my strong white hands, 
With every beat of my true blue heart, 
I come, my children, with gifts for you. 
First, I bring you FREEDOM, which you must not misuse. 
Next: DEMOCRACY, to elect your leaders whom I choose. 
And since I have your interest at heart: 
A billion dollar loan from the IMF. 
To nurture FREE ENTERPRISE, you will need 
Huey gunships, Abrams M-1 tanks, McDonnell Douglass F-1 Ss, 
Advisors, spies, and much, much more, which I will gladly 
provide 
Part on the OPEN MARKET, part in FOREIGN AID. 
Heed these words, my little brown brothers: 
Knock off your COMMUNISTS, and the bank 
Vaults of the West will be opened to you. 
But if you trust the GODLESS RED, 
You will be beaten with many stripes. 
You will see stars through blue-black eyes. 
I will walk across the Gulf of Mexico, 
the torch of FREEDOM blazing in my hand. 
Take this light and leave your evil ways. 
Let us break trade barriers together. 
You will have no other creditors before me. 
And we shall be, forever more, PARTNERS IN DEMOCRACY. 
--From: Cowboy Amok, poems by D.L. Crockett-Smith 
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':.4 Foreign Ministry document submitted to 
the National Assembly (of Korea) for review 
says a total of 16,666 crimes were committed 
by US soldiers during 1988-89. Of the st:, fig-
ures, 12,701 cases were ones over which the 
Korean Prosecutors Office was entitled to ex-
elcise its jurisdiction, but only 61 cases were 
tried by the Korean Prosecutor's Office, a 
mere 0.56% on record. " (1) 
Just as in the Mombasa, Kenya area near the US 
naval base there over the last several years numerous 
Kenyan women--alleged prostitutes--have been beaten 
to death by US sailors and not one US serviceman has 
spent so much as night in jail for their actions!! 
Whether military bases in Korea, Kenya or the Philip-
pines, such histories of abuse stem from a specific, 
very negative and racialist view of local lives; one that 
motors the US military authorities and other local bod-
ies strongly influenced_ by the US presence. It is the 
same view that keeps the tragedies of military inter-
vention like the early 80' s Diego Garcia population re-
moval by the USA, or the Indonesian massacre in East 
Timor from 1975 onwards with its over 100,000 civil-
ians killed, or the South African-managed war against 
the Mozambican people off the newspaper pages and 
out of the consciousness of the world's citizens. As 
pointed out by Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky 
in their 1988 study, Manufacturing Consent, the US 
mass media's decision makers don't need to conspire 
to keep major developments in the Third World away 
from the US public. They can just do what comes 
naturally. 
The possession of that view of Third World 
peoples, i.e., a view in which, to borrow South African 
phraseology, Third Worlders are 'superfluous append-
ages' --makes it easier for the US and other Western 
European military leaders to deliberately conduct a 
high tech war in which they cause high numbers of ci-
vilian casualties and simply dismiss those deaths as 
"collateral damage."* It's easy to do if one views 
Third World people as being "like the dead invisible" 
as poet Judith Cofer says in her poem, "What the 
Gypsy Said to Her Children." (See Appendix III.) 
Little wonder then that a serious study of US for-
eign policy in the Third World will show that US in-
*The view that the target population is not human eases all 
types of projects. The information, broken first by Newsday 
newspaper (September 13, 1991), then picked up by others, 
that "the US Am,y buried alive close to 1,000 Iraqi soldiers" 
is an example of the conscious use of objectifying and ne-
gating Third World people. 
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tervention into Vietnam (with its more than 1 million 
dead Vietnamese ''yellow pygmies with pocket 
knives, " as President Lyndon Baines Johnson once 
called them) was not an aberration but part of a pat-
tern whereby the US "intervened in more than 17 ma-
jor Third World civil wars during the past World War 
II period." And further, one can link this Tarzan 
World view to related policies of Third World destabi-
lization by the USA like the recent finding that in 
nearly the fifteen years between 1961 and 1976 the US 
CIA conducted "nearly 900 major and several thou-
sand minor covert actions in the Third World. (On 
both of these poin~ see: Schraeder,Peter, ed., Inter-
vention in the 1980's: US Foreign Policy in the 
Third World.) And these figures do not include the 
covert actions which the ducklings--the junior CIAs, 
like the Korean CIA (KCIA)--and the adult partners 
like the Mossad in Israel may perform. 
The number of human lives--especially Third 
World or domestic or foreign--column does not matter 
so much in the final day's tally. And this is a reflec-
tion of the link between a racialist world view and 
Doctrines of National Security. 
What matters is the bottom line profitability of 
arms and war technology transfer to the Third World. 
What matters, as well, is that these weapon sales are 
projected as a crucial, indeed indispensable, part of 
'national security.' A recent New York Times article 
notes that the US sold $18.5 billion in arms to the 
Third World in 1990, up from $7.8 billion in 1989. 
While much of these sales were to the Middle East 
market (78% to just Saudi Arabia) by US arms suppli-
ers (with French armaments makers also very promi-
nent), the article noted that the second major weapons 
profiteers were the Soviet Union and China. This I 
would suggest, reflects a globally dominant view 
wherein both socialist and capitalist wings of the ar-
maments industry, like the toxic waste dumping indus-
try, see the Third World as simply a marketplace 
where any type of misery mechanism can be sold and 
vast amounts of profit obtained. It is a view wherein 
what is done with the weapons sold (let them end up 
in the hands of a Setsseku Mobutu of Zaire, let him 
mow down students at US-run mission schools) does 
not matter because the lives lost themselves do not 
matter! And thus a final link is made between the 
doctrine of national security and a full-blown racism. 
It is a link which makes the various Low Intensity 
Conflict (LIC) wars and intervention, e.g., Instance 
# 1: the US invasion of Panama; Instance #2: US, 
South African and Israeli assistance to lnkatha in 
South Africa, represent the very ultimate and--forgive 
the expression--"highest"* stage of racism. 
*"Highest" as in a most developed, most sophisticated appli-
cation of racism's principles and practices. 
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Dresden (Germany) - On a balmy lush-green April 
day, Jorge Gomandai, a 23 year-old Mozambican 
man, boarded a train on his way to work in a facto,y 
where he had worked several years. ''According to the 
local Dresden police Jorge was attacked by a group of 
"skinheads" and thrown out of a moving train. During 
Jorge 'sfuneral ab~ut one hundred "skinheads" at-
tempted to disrupt the service but were restrained by 
the police. The local police have detained one suspect-
-a 19 year-old boy--and expect to make more deten-
tions related to the case. " The police do not believe 
the incident to be race-related. 
Since 1980 there has been a dramatic in crease in racist and racist violence throughout the world. From Germany to Brazil, from California to Australia the in-
eluctable fact is that there is a global rise in racism 
and a global rise in acts of violence against people of 
color. 
In Europe especially, a rise in the incidence of ra-
cial violence has been noted. It is not always or solely 
directed against people because of their race or color. 
The violence may be directed at people because they are 
refugees, immigrants or asylum-seekers. But more of-
ten than not there is a racial aspect involved. 
In both France and Switzerland much of the agita-
tion is directed against some 116,000 people seeking 
asylum. Over half of the asylum-seekers come from Al-
geria, Mali, Guinea, Zaire, Turkey, Sri Lanka, Roma-
nia, and other Eastern European countries. But both 
France and Switzerland treat different asylum-seekers 
quite differently. It is a differential constructed along 
color lines. Switzerland especially treats the dark-
skinned asylum-seekers much worse than those coming 
from Eastern Europe. And in general no asylum-seek-
ers fare too well with the Swiss authorities. Today in 
Switzerland there are over 40,000 asylum-seekers pend-
ing decision and over 29,000 officially recognized refu-
gees. In 1989 only 197 were granted asylum and 
12,708 asylum-seekers were refused. A similar official 
response comes from France where only about two out 
of every ten applicants for refugee status are successful. 
Recently, it is the violence and the amount of vio-
lence directed against refugees, immigrants and asy-
tum-seekers that is most noteworthy. It is a violence 
that comes from various sources. It comes from police 
as in the Montes incident in France in June when the • 
police shot and killed a 23 year-old North African 
youth--a passer-by not involved in a chase scene involv-
ing yet another North African youth. The violence is 
also rooted in social encounters ( dances, bars, clubs, 
restaurants) as in a recent (1991) incident in Fribourg, 
Switzerland when a young Turkish man was killed on a 
Saturday night by a group of youth. The main attacker 
was arrested and tried. He received a very light sen-
tence because it was not a racial crime but only an act 
bx a group of drunken people having some weekend 
fun!! 
Where is all tension and rage coming from? 
Jacques Chirac, the former right-wing Prime Minister 
of France, member of the Rassemblement Pour La 
Republique (RPR) party, touched the pulse of the super-
ficial source of French xenophobia when he said at a re-
cent party debate on immigration: 
"When a Frenchman living in the Goute-d'Or 
(apart of Paris's 18th arrondissement which 
contains a high concentration of immigrants) 
and working with his wife to earn 15,000 francs 
a month, sees a family (of immigrants) crowded 
into the apartment across the landing consist-
ing of a father, three or four wives and score of 
kids drawing F50,000 in social welfare pay-
ments, and add to that the racket and the 
smells, "he said, "it just burns him up. " (2) 
Two days later Chirac expanded on his views when at a 
press conference he proposed excluding immigrant 
families from welfare payments. Justifying his proposal 
he argued: 
"I'm dismayed to hear people everywhere--me-
dia people, intellectuals and a number of poli-
ticians--all going on only about preserving and 
developing racial, ethnic and cultural identi-
ties. I never hear any of these people speak of 
French identity, of our roots and traditions, 
never do I hear them speak of France. Now 
what does this mean? Is the aim of these con-
temptible people quite simply to turn our coun-
try into a jumble of clans and coteries"? (3) 
Undoubtedly, Chirac was making political public 
relations comments--statements designed to score 
points against the Mitterand government and policies. 
But behind both his comments was another impulse 
and it is one which is being echoed all over Europe 
these days i.e., having brought all these cheap workers 
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in from all around the Mediterranean, how do we now, 
as the economy tightens, get them out? Prime Minis-
ter Margaret "The Iron Lady" Thatcher spoke from 
the same gut instinct when in 1978 she relat~d "the 
British people's fear offeeling 'rather swamped by 
people of a different culture'." Three years later in 
1981 lier government took away British citizenship 
from people without an ancestral connection with Brit-
ain and conducted pelvic examinations of newly ar-
rived Indian women at the airports to ascertain their 
sexual status and hence reproductive potential. 
It is Germany, however, both Germanys--the 
former Federal Republic (FRG) and the German 
Democratic Republic (the GDR)--that most fully dem-
onstrates racial trends emerging all over Europe. Ac-
cording to most sources, it is the former socialist 
German Democratic Republic where the most viru-
lent forms of racism and anti-foreign feeling are 
breaking out. Increasingly, but especially in the East 
and amongst youth, the idea of a greater Germanness 
is emerging. And coming along with this idea is a no-
tion of the legitimacy of accepting the East Germans 
back into the fold as Volksdeusche (the true German 
folk)--an idea which had its origins in the days of the 
Third Reich when the populations of Germany and Po-
land were registered, according to the amount of Ger-
man blood, on separate lists. Germany is closing the 
door, slamming it in immigrant children's faces. Ac-
cording to the August 26, 1991 Time Magazine, of 
112,828 asylum-seekers in the first seven months of 
1991, 6.4% or 7,140 were granted asylum. And there 
will be at least another 90,000 who will seek asylum 
this year. 
It is in this context that Germany has exl)Crienced 
a geometric rise in physical attacks and street battles--
all directed against foreigners; Skinheads roaming the 
streets with baseball bats, hit squads with sawn-off 
shotguns. Police estimate the number of active Neo-
Nazi youth at 15,000 (4) and note that, despite the 
Jorge Gomandai killing (see opening of this section) 
and the numerous other attacks upon Black people, the 
violence is also against gay men, lesbians and eastern 
block refugees, e.g., the Poles. 
One British correspondent, Marc Fischer, follow-
ing a demonstration by about 2,000 teenage neo-Nazis, 
was able to capture a good sense of the objectives and 
goals of the resuscitated German neo-Nazi sentiment. 
A 17 year-old from Dresden, whose parents had lost 
their jobs during the transition from a communist 
economy to a market economy, told Fischer: 
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"We want a clean Germany, "Peter said. 
"Every German will get work. Foreigners out. 
We honor the SS because they made Germany 
clean--from Jews, Russians, enemies of 
Germany, people who think differently. Now 
we have enemies--the leftists, faggots, foreign-
ers. We have to clean up. " (5) 
The idea of"cleaning up,"• rounding people up, 
judging them and letting them go seems to be in wide 
circulation all over these days. On June 21st, a call to 
organize pogroms against the Jewish population of 
Romania appeared in the ultra nationalist newspaper 
Romania More (Greater Romania). The article, rais-
ing questions about "the number of Jews in the gov-
ernment" and "the role of Hungarian Jewish finance," 
continued to assert: 
"We have the right to round them (Jews) up 
and judge them severely for their odious 
crimes ... and if the wrath of the people cannot 
be appeased, then the flight from Egypt is go-
ing to look like a picnic in retrospect ... " (6) 
But it is not merely in Western Europe from Sweden 
to Italy--nowhere is immune--and the United States 
where the growth in racism and racial violence can be 
observed. In Japan 680,000 Korean residents--85% of 
Japan's foreign population--live lives much like those 
led by Black South Africans living under apartheid. 
Daily in almost every sector of life--from schools to 
jobs to housing to simple movement--Koreans in Ja-
pan face a system which demeans and dehumanizes 
them. Today, the Japanese government's continued 
use of fingerprint, registration, passbook and deporta-
tion laws represent the assertion of a 1990 's, high tech 
version of a Nazi-like ideology of racial supremacy. 
And a recent article in the August 26, 1991 issue of 
Time entitled "In Japan Curdling the Homogeneity" 
points out that the 29,884 illegal foreign workers ap-
prehended in just 1990 by Japanese immigration au-
thorities shows that the xenophobia and racism in 
Japan is not just about little Black Sambo dolls. Thus, 
Japan is not dissimilar to global trends. 
Moving further south, a recent World Council of 
Churches team visiting Aboriginal Communities in 
Australia brought back, amongst other finding, infor-
mation that since 1980 a total of 130 Aboriginal men 
had died in Australian police and prison custody and 
that this figure did not include Aboriginal women 
*Like the notion of "smoking" people employed in the title. 
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who have died in custody. (7) It is a pattern reminis-
cent of apartheid South Africa jails and the deaths of 
people like Steve Biko. 
Slowly, but steadily, more and more information 
is emerging in Australia of this pattern of police at-
tacking and beating to death Aboriginals. A 1991 
Royal Commission in Australia accused policemen of 
concealment of facts and the falsification of records 
particularly regarding the 1983 death in custody of an 
Aboriginal teenager, Mr. John Pat in Pilbora. The 
Commission, however, "made no recommendations for 
disciplinary moves against the police involved." (8) 
Racist comments and racist attacks abound in 
Australia. A fairly typical sentiment was expressed by 
one of Queensland's leading mining tycoons, Lang 
Hancock, when he.said in 1981 that he "favored put-
ting all Aboriginals together in a remote area of north-
west Australia, then doping the water so that they 
would become sterile and breed themselves out." (9) 
Maybe even more significant is that even larger group 
of Aussies who say, "We have no problems. Our 
Aboriginals are happy even if they drink a tot too 
much now and then"! 
The growth in violence against indigenous people 
is by no means confined to Australia. There has been 
a notable growth in attacks against indigenous people 
in the West Papua, East Timor, the South Molucca, 
Sumatra, other Pacific Islands, North America (in both 
the United States and Canada) and South America. 
(10) Particularly, the Yanomami people of Brazil's 
rainforest are in imminent danger of being totally an-
nihilated. The immediate danger confronting the 
9,000 . or so surviving Y anomamis (they were between 
3.5 million in 1,500 A.O. when the Portuguese first 
explored the region) is malaria brought in by thou-
sands of prospectors looking for gold in the 
Yanomami's forests. The secondary danger is the in-
vasion of the miners themselves. As with previous oc-
casions, the prospectors, called garimpeiros are fully 
prepared to clean house in the names of "develop-
ment," "progress," and "civilization." And like the 
case with the Quechua Indians in Peru, who today 
facing a very bleak future. As one western correspon-
dent summarized the situation in a manner universally 
applicable to indigenous people: 
"The history is a familiar one of decimation 
through slaughter, contamination, intermar-
riage and sheer crowding-out, as Whites 
moved to occupy the vast frontier. But while 
the American West was won a century ago, in 
Brazil the conquest of the frontier continues to 
this day--prospectors, gunslingers, and ranch 
hands advancing not on horseback but in four-
wheel-drive vehicles and motorized skiffs. (11) 
In an equally telling observation about the racial 
pecking order which often exists in Latin American 
situations, the same correspondent reported that he 
had heard sophisticated Buenos Aires residents refer to 
people of Indian heritage as "those Blacks" or "those 
greasers." 
it is a dry white season 
9 
; • 
dark leaves don't last, their brief lives dry out 
and with a broken heart they dive down gently headed 
for the earth 
not even bleeding. 
it is dry white season, brother, 
only the trees know the pain as they still stand erect 
dry like steel, their branches dry like wire, 
indeed, it is a dry white season 
but seasons come to pass. 
--Mongane Wally Serote 
RACIALLY-ORDERED STATES 
I n this all too brief global panorama there are two situations which deserve special consid-eration. Both are what could be called ra-cially-ordered states (12). One is the United 
States of America (USA) and the other is the Republic 
of South Africa (RSA). Both of them have recently 
seen a tremendous rise in the amount of racial vio-
lence. Further, in each of them, critical new modalities 
were forged for a more subtle, more sophisticated man-
agement of racially-ordered states as the twenty-first 
century approaches. 
What is the situation in South Africa? What is it 
like in the United States? What are the approaches and 
strategies being taken in both these countries? These 
are the questions to which I will now tum. 
The apartheid system in South Africa yet repre-
sents the world's most vicious combination of race, 
class and gender oppression. In apartheid (literally 
"separateness") is seen the world's most developed 
system of institutionalized racism. While South Afri-
can women suffer as members of the subordinate sex, 
their oppression is primarily determined by the "pecu-
liar institution" of apartheid and its racism. 
Recently, there have been many headlines pro-
claiming that apartheid is dead. The reality behind 
the headlines is that little has changed in the daily 
lives of most South Africans. What seems to be the 
strategy of the South African government is to publicly 
abolish the laws of apartheid while retaining systems 
of racial separation and deprivation. For example, the 
Group Areas Act, which created separate residential 
areas, is gone but the reality is that the Black Home-
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lands Citizenship Act--making the Black majority 
aliens in their own land--remains. The nation's 
triameral constitution, with one dominant chamber for . 
Whites and separate, subordinate chambers for 
Coloreds and Asians, remains in place. The Black 
majority (75% of the overall population) has no cham-
ber and still cannot vote in national elections. 
The third example is that while the Internal Se-
curity Act--a very repressive law providing for indefi-
nite detention without trial--has been stripped of much 
of its power, clear evidence exists that the South Afri-
can security forces have instigated, supported, and fi-
nanced much of the violence in the country which has 
claimed nearly 10,000 lives since September, 1984. 
Further facts showing that apartheid is far from 
dead are listed below: 
• 3.5 million Black South Africans were dis-
placed between 1960 and 1983 and denied the 
right to own homes and property; 
• 7 million Blacks lost their citizenship and were 
consigned to tribal homelands that only the 
government recognizes as independent; 
• another 7 million Blacks must live in destitute 
squatter camps because South Africa has so ne-
glected housing that fewer than half the popula-
tion can afford even the most modest dwelling; 
• 8 million Black children of school age are not 
attending school, outnumbering the 7 million 
who are, although the government is still clos-
ing White schools and teacher's colleges rather 
than integrate them. ( 13) 
In the majority of societies, women shoulder the 
bulk of child rearing responsibilities; but in South Af-
rica, not only is women's work in child rearing de-
meaned, it is practically a crime to be a mother and 
have a family. Women are called "superfluous ap-
pendages" and "unproductive labor units" by the 
government because their work in raising children and 
in subsistence farming is viewed as non-productive 
work. 
Black children are the most "superfluous" to the 
regime. In 1988 the infant mortality rate per 1,000 
live births was 11 for Whites, 19 for Asians, 46 for 
Blacks, and 80 for Africans (estimate in urban areas). 
In some rural areas, mortality rates for Africans are 
much higher, with estimates of 200 per 1,000. Relief 
workers say that 4.8 million Black children under the 
age of 15 suffer from malnutrition. A minimum of 
50,000 children die each year from illnesses related to 
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diet deficiencies. Among Africans 50% of all deaths 
occur under 5 years; the figure for Whites is 7%. 
Not only do African women workers receive the 
lowest wages, they also get little in the way of indirect 
wages in the form of health and social services. It is 
estimated for instance, that there were over 800,000 
domestic workers in 1988. Their monthly wages var-
ied from a high of $68 in Capetown to less than $46 in 
areas of the Transvaal. The per capita spending on 
education in 1988 was: Whites--$1,334; Asians--
$987; Coloreds--$739; and Africans in White areas)--
$292. Education is required for White children, op-
tional for Black children. There is one teacher for ev-
ery 14 White children and one for every 70 in African 
schools. More than 5 million South African Black 
children between the ages of 6 and 16 are not in 
school at all There are 14 separate school systems in 
South Africa--one each for Whites, Africans, Asians/ 
mixed blood--and 11 for Africans, including a sepa-
rate one for Africans in the White designated areas, 
and 10 different school systems for each of the 10 
Bantustans. 
In 1988, the doctor/patient ratio was Whites--
I :400 and African--! :90,000. There is one doctor for 
every 2,320 people nationally, but only one for up to 
40,000 people in the homelands. (14) Many of the 
Black townships are not provided with electricity and 
running water, making women's chores all the more 
laborious as well as creating dangerous health and 
sanitation hazards. 
Just as women have been the special victims of 
apartheid, so have they carved out a central niche in 
the struggle against apartheid's manifold abuses. 
Women have spearheaded the resistance to forced re-
movals and relocations. They play a leading role in 
community struggles over rent, housing, education 
and the rights of domestic workers. 
"Born during the Industrial Revolution and 
the Age of Enlightenment in 18th century Eu-
rope, fully a product of the capitalist epoch in 
world history, the United States of America as 
a society has always expressed in exaggerated 
form all of the contradictions characteristic of 
the capitalist world order. The leaders of the 
U.S. Revolution of 1776 were the first to raise 
the enlightened, democratic demand of popu-
lar individual freedom which was crystallized 
in the Bill of Rights of the Republic's Consti-
tution. Yet this was the last industrial counhy 
to abolish human slavery on its national terri-
tory. The United States was a sanctua,y for 
millions of the poor from Europe who flocked 
to its shores, and at one and the same time a 
slave pen for millions of Africans dragged 
here in chains and a prison-house for the cap-
tive peoples of the Mexican Republic and the 
sovereign Indian nations conquered by the 
United States in wars of aggression." (15) 
--Jack O'Dell, "Paradise Lost." 
In the following discussion about the USA as an-
other racially-ordered state, several key points are 
made in the narrative and other information is to be 
found in the interview with theologian Comet West 
which accompanies this text. Race is the central po-
litical "fact of life"· in the United States.. As one 
pr~minent US magazine put it: 
"When the official subject is presidential poli-
tics, taxes, welfare, crime, rights or · 
values ... the real subject is RACE." (16) 
Since 1980 the administration of President 
Ronald Reagan and then the George Bush adminis-
tration basically ran political campaigns and forged 
much of their political discourse on narrow racial 
terms. Particularly, George Bush during his 1988 
campaign, using the image of the furloughed Black 
prisoner Willie Horton, sought to attract the White 
and conservative US electorate on the basis of White 
(racial) solidarity, White interests and White fears of 
Blacks and other people of color. 
Race and racism in the United States is not simply 
a Black versus White affair but involves relations be-
tween and amongst various population groups largely 





African Americans (Blacks) 
Asian Americans (Asians) 
Mexican Americans (Other Latinos) 
It is the contention of this author that race and racism 
in the USA are shaped by the inter-action of all these 
groupings and not simply by the (admittedly critical) 
encounter between Blacks and Whites. Or as Japa-
nese-American ethnic studies Professor Ronald Takaki 
asserts in his recent book, Iron Cages: Race and Cul-
ture in 19th Century America: 
" ... the reality of White America's experience 
was dynamically multiracial. What Whites 
did to one racial group had direct conse-
quences for others." 
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Is it mere coincidence that the late 1870's in the West-
ern United States was a period of lynchings and beat-
ings of Chinese mine and railroad workers (and 
Chinese prostitutes) and that the 1882-1927 period 
witnessed, according to historian Manning Marable, 
"over ,,ooo Black Americans lynched and publicly 
burned?" I think not. Rather, I think that these events 
followed so closely upon each other because, as acts of 
racially-based oppression, they were rooted in the pro-
found economic and political transformations taking 
place in reconstruction America. The point is, per-
haps, made more clearly by authors Michael Omi and 
Howard Winant: 
"An honest piqture of how the United States 
has confronted its racially defined minorities 
needs to squarely face the following. 'Native 
Americans faced genocide, Blacks were sub-
jected to slavery, Mexicans (and Puerto 
Ricans, and Hawaiians, my emphasis) were 
invaded and colonized, and Asians faced ex-
clusion.' These were not incidental elements 
in the history of the country, but go to the 
very center of its political, cultural and eco-
nomic relations. " (17) 
Today, these groupings, especially the African-
American or Black community and the White commu-
nity are more deeply divided than ever before. In fact, 
an argument could be made that in the United States 
there is a voluntary social apartheid. White employ-
ers encourage hiring a certain number of Black em-
ployees and love Black sports and entertainment 
figures but would shudder at the idea of Blacks mov-
ing next door or joining their private clubs. Whites 
and Blacks rarely know one another socially and the 
work place is often the only site for the limited social 
intercourse which takes place. Racial tensions in some 
cities, such as New York, have reached the point 
where people are having race riots like those that oc-
curred during the World War I period. Some gauge of 
the depth of the polarization and hatred between the 
US Black and US White community is evident in a 
1985 study by a Detroit Michigan Democrat Party 
Polling Firm. The firm polled White voters who had 
defected from the Democratic party and found that: 
"these White Democratic defectors express a 
profound distaste for Blacks, a sentiment that 
pervades almost everything they think about 
government and politics. Blacks constitute 
the explanation for their (White defectors') 
vulnerability and for almost everything that 
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has gone wrong in their lives; not being 
Black is what constitutes being middle class; 
not living with Blacks is what makes a 
neighborhood a decent place to live ... These 
sentiments have important implications for 
Democrats, as virtually all progressive sym-
bols and themes have been redefined in racial 
and pejorative terms ... The special status of 
Blacks is perceived by almost all of these in-
dividuals as a serious obstacle to their per-
sonal advancement. Indeed, discrimination 
against Whites has become a we/I-assimilated 
and ready explanation for their status, vul-
nerability and failures. " 
As of 1991, White resentment of Black advance-
ment and Affirmative Action programs grew dramati-
cally. A Washington Post/ABC News poll taken in 
June 1991 showed that by a margin of 9 to 1 Whites in 
America opposed racial preferences and Affirmative 
Action. And a new concept on the lips of most White 
Americans (and in the minds of nearly all) was "re-
verse racism "--a special way of asserting that things 
had gone too far. 
In response to growing White resentment of Black 
gains (and it should be added, resentment against pro-
grams for other oppressed minorities and women) 
there is a heightened Black American distrust of 
Whites and alienation from all other groups. A 
former Black staff member of the World Council of 
Churches Program to Combat Racism and Director of 
New York City's largest Black and Puerto Rican Stud-
ies Department refers to all Whites as "ice people" 
and all Blacks as "sun people" and is roundly cheered 
by thousands in a Harlem church. 
A clear polarization and distrust of any and all 
Whites, widely felt by many Blacks--especially young 
Blacks--is evident in a 1989 speech by Minister Louis 
Farrakhan, leader of the Nation of Islam; it is the ba-
sis of the growing acclaim given the charismatic lead-
er by wide sectors of the Black American community: 
"The Black man and woman in America is of 
no further use to the children of our former 
s/avemasters and when a thing loses its use or 
utility, it loses its value. If your shoes wear 
out, you don't keep it around; if an old dress 
becomes old, you don 't keep it around. Once 
it loses utility, you move to get rid of it ... We 
cannot accept the fact that they think Black 
people have become a permanent 
underclass ... If we have become useless in a 
racist society, then you must know that not a 
public policy but a covert policy is being al-
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ready formulated to get rid of that which is 
useless, since the economy is going down and 
the world is going down. Follow me, brothers 
and sisters. According to demographers, if 
the plummeting birth rate of White people in 
America continues, in a few years it will 
reach zero population growth. As for Blacks, 
Hispanics, and Native Americans, if their 
present birth rate continues, by the year 2080, 
demographers say Blacks, Hispanics, and Na-
tive Americans will conceivably be 50% or 
more of the United States' population ... If 
things continue just birthwise, we could con-
trol the Congress, we could control the Su-
preme Court, we could control state 
legislatures, a'?d then 'Run, Jesse, run, ' or 
'Run, Jesse Junior, run, 'or 'Run, Jesse the 
Third, run '. " 
While America is more integrated than ever be-
fore, particularly in terms of an expanding and highly 
visible middle class, there is also a core of the Black 
urban community who are "worse off now than during 
the 1930's Depression." Additionally, in recent years 
incidents of racial harassment, racial and vigilante 
violence and social disruption have escalated. Be-
tween 1987 and 1988 there was a 50% increase in acts 
of racist and anti-semitic violence across the United 
States. At least 60 different racist and anti-semitic 
hate groups operate in the USA today--most of them 
heavily armed and espousing various violence tactics. 
Thousands of students of color have been victimized 
by violence, threatened or intimidated on university 
campuses across the United States. Even religious 
There's a story often told about a woman 
walking beside a river who hears the cry of 
a drowning man. She jumps into the river, 
pulls the man to shore, and revives him. 
Soon, she hears another cry for help, and 
again, jumps into the river to save the victim. 
No sooner has she pulled the second man 
out than she hears another cry. And so it 
goes all day long, our woman pulling one 
drowning person after another out of the 
river. At day's end, exhausted she sits down 
beside the river to rest, and realizes that she 
never once stopped to go upstream to find 
out who was pushing people in. 
groups have been victims of brutal racial violence. 
For instance, in August 1991, nine Thai Buddhists 
were found murdered execution style in a Phoenix, 
Arizona temple. Though the Phoenix police did not 
see it as "racially motivated," most of the 16,000 
Asians living in Phoenix did, especially since anti-
Asian epithets were found spray-painted on a nearby 
wall prior to the attack. In short, the 1990 's have seen 
a frightening rise in racial violence and racial tension 
in the United States. Finally, it should be pointed out 
that the context for this rise in racial violence is that 
of a country which, \\ith its arms manufacturing and 
marketing industry, the accessibility of arms, and the 
amounts of violence inducing drugs and alcohol, is the 
# 1 country for violence anywhere in the world. Vio-
lence is, with the Marlboro man and Coca-Cola, as 
American as hot dogs and apple pie. 
Where does all of this bring us? What do we see 
when we look out over this world-wide landscape of 
rising racial violence, oppression and tension? Where 
are the terrain(s) for us to enjoin the various structures 
of racism and forces behind racism? Does one simply 
concentrate on being a good human being, a good 
Christian in one's O\\n locale and just ignore the 
larger structural questions? Or should we prepare and 
mobilize to respond in a systematic and organized 
fashion to the growing threat which racism, racial and 
ethnic violence, and racial tension represent? 
RACISM AND LINKAGES 
art of our answer is dependent on how 
e have forged the question. It is my 
vtew that there is an organic relationship 
between racism and sexism; a relation-
ship between racism and various other types of oppres-
sion, e.g., anti-semitism, homophobia, and 
discrimination against people with disabilities. The 
requisite processes that go into racism are also re-
quired of sexism and homophobia. It's the same ob-
jectification and commoditization. Racism, sexism 
and homopho-bia are very dependent upon images and 
imagery. "Images" have to create, replicate and sus-
tain. Commercial Hollywood type films are full of im-
aging--most of which sustains sexism, racism and 
homophobia. 
The whole problem of homophobia and violence 
against gay and lesbian people is an arena where often 
Racism and Linkages 13 
images have created and sustained patterns of dis-
crimination and brutalization. Look, for instance, at 
the projection of gays and lesbians in Hollywood films. 
The Hollywood film industry has long viewed homo-
sexuality as "too hot to handle." In the 1930's the 
producers creating a film version of Lillian Hellman's 
play "The Children's Hour, " changed a lesbian rela-
tionship to a heterosexual triangle. More recently 
there have been organized protests by gay and lesbian 
groups against films like "Dirty Harry, " "Bird on a 
Wire," and "The Silence of the Lambs," all of which, 
it is argued, fan homophobia and even worse, the 
alarming rise in open violence against lesbians and 
gays. As a major San Francisco city official pointed 
out criticizing a brand new film "Basic Instinct" --a 
murder story in which all the suspects are lesbian or 
bi-sexual: 
"The good guy, as always, is the straight 
White male, and the bad people, as usual, are 
ice-pick wielding, men-hating lesbians." ( 19) 
In terms of sexism, as pointed out in the excellent 
workbook prepared for the Assembly of the World 
YMCA, Renewing God's World Together: "Sexism 
is legitimized and promoted by the audiovisual media. 
Racism is ingrained in today's media world ... and the 
mass media thrive on conflict, war and violence" .. . 
(workbook, p. 24) What is sexism? Let us tentatively 
regard the definition that has been formulated by the 
Council on Interracial Books for Children. In 1982 
the New York City-based Council said that sexism is: 
1. Any attitude, action or institutional structure 
which subordinates a person or group because 
of their sex 
2. Any assignment of roles in society on the basis 
of sex 
3. Exploitation of females, individually or as a 
group, by males 
The Council continues on to say in its Fact Sheet 
on Institutional Sexism (New York, 1982) that sexism 
can be "individual, cultural or institutional, intentional 
or unintentional." It's not necessarily a comprehen-
sive definition, this one. Missing is the who element 
of "power" that one sees in the definition of racism. 
Missing as well, is the notion of "privilege"; and the 
dynamic in which men constantly hold women ac-
countable but are rarely themselves accountable to 
women. Nonetheless, let us employ it as a working 
definition. 
Both in the film and advertising industry Black 
women and Asian women have a long history of being 
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projected as sexual objects. As TV producer and 
writer Renee Tajima reminds us in her excellent essay, 
"Lotus Blossoms Don't Bleed: Images of Asian 
Women": 
"Asian women in film are, for the most part, 
passive figures who exist to serve men, 
especially as love interests for White men (Lo-
tus Blossoms) or as partners in crime with 
men of their own kind (Dragon Ladies) ... The 
Lotus Blossom Baby, a sexual-romantic ob-
ject, has been the prominent type throughout 
the years. These "Oriental flowers." are ut-
terly feminine, delicate, and welcome respites 
from their often loud, independent American 
counterparts. Many of them are the spoils of 
the last three wars fought in Asia. One recent 
television example is sergeant Klinger 's Ko-
rean wife in the short-lived series "After 
Mash. " (Making Waves: An Anthology of 
Writings by and About Asian American 
Women, p. 306) 
Additional recent examples of imaging are the ways 
American Indian women are presented in "Dances 
With Wolves" and the way Kenyan men are repre-
sented in "Out of Africa." Kevin Costner's "Wolves," 
while a far cry from "Fort Apache" with John Wayne 
or the 1940 classic, "The Santa Fe Trail" with Ronald 
Reagan, yet follows the standard Hollywood format of 
relating a drama about Third World people of color by 
having White people as the central characters. In 
"Wolves," rather than focusing in on Lakota women 
and developing their characters and roles, (the one 
Lakota woman figure of any substance is repeatedly 
presented as a kind of Plains siren, who in bed, ma-
nipulates her otherwise stubborn man) the heroine is a 
White woman captured by the Lakota as a child. 
I think that there is a particular link between rac-
ism and violence against women, a dimension of sex-
ism. This is especially true in those states which are 
ruled by violence. Whether it is in Guatemala, where 
the violence committed is justified by some vague doc-
trine of national security or in South Africa, where the 
violence emanates from those convinced that they are 
defending a sacred (White) way of life, the violence it-
self becomes the environment in which all live. Or 
more accurately, it (the violence) becomes the environ-
ment in which some live, some shudder, some die. 
Rape is a particular form of that violence--targetting 
(almost exclusively) women. 
A recent report in the Weekly Mail of South Af-
rica (Sept. 6, 1991) estimates that 1,038 women are 
raped every day or 750,000/year making South 
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Africa's rape incidence the highest in the world. 
Sociologist Diana Russell, author of Lives of 
Courage, believes that ''gender," not economic condi-
tions or racism is the source of rape. Rape can be ex-
plained, she argues, because "it works as a means of 
limiting women's power in society." 
Several years ago a Los Angeles Times correspon-
dent documented that South Africa had a very high 
rate of family killings. During one eighteen-month 
period, for instance, at least 102 members of White 
families were shot and killed by husbands and fathers 
who often subsequently killed themselves. In the 
United States as well, there is a strong correlation be-
tween police with a record of police brutality (e.g., the 
Los Angeles Police Department) and a high incidence 
of wife battering. J;3oth resemble colonialism where 
the dominant force prevails over his subject/possession 
through the application of superior power or violence. 
UNDOING RACISM 
W hat this suggests to me is that there should be more, not less, linkages created between those engaged in the combat against racism and those bat-
tling for full and equal participation of women. It's 
the "same struggle, same fight" is how an old civil 
rights movement lyric put it. It suggests to me, as 
well, that in order to be anti-racist one necessarily 
has to learn and internalize being anti-sexist. And I 
think the same proposition would apply equally to the 
struggles against the other 'isms' referred to in the 
Gloria Yamato essay (located in the Appendix). 
There are some profound lessons for us in all this 
frightful panorama that is unfolding in these last mo-
ments of the twentieth century. First, I think we must 
strengthen the process of various peoples from differ-
ent struggles in different parts of the world joining to-
gether to struggle "UNIDO," as one. Examples of this 
being done successfully are steadily issuing forth, e.g., 
the global coalition which came together on a prin-
cipled basis to specifically struggle against the Rio 
Tinto Zinc Company (20) and its global patterns of 
plunder; the Christians from seven different nations* 
• El Salvador, Guatemala, Korea, Namibia, Nicaragua, the 
Philippines, and South Africa 
who came together in 1989 to draft the bold and pro-
phetic document called The Road to Damascus: 
Kairos and Conversion. 
Secondly, I think groups engaged in struggle 
against situations of racial injustice and oppression 
must be rigorous in their analysis of the problem and 
clear about who the enemy is, i.e., who or what is be-
hind the racism or racial violence or racial tension. I 
myself am daily more and more convinced, as was the 
World Council of Churches in its 1980 Consultation 
on Racis~ that: 
• "The broadest context in which racism mani-
fests itself is the international capitalist sys-
tem, however, (emphasis added) ... the 
pervasiveness of racism means in part that no 
economic system, be it socialism or capitalism 
or any other, is intrinsically immune to the 
cancer of racism.,, 
I would go further than the wee, though to add 
that it is my own observation that capitalism per se 
and ''free enterprise" systems are perfect host bodies 
to the cancer of racism. 
Today we are facing a critical period as racism 
heightens globally. What does it mean to combat rac-
ism in a changing world, a world where the old sign 
posts are gone and where even the church (maybe es-
pecially the church) often fails to provide the backbone 
and sustenance to nourish people engaged in transfor-
mative efforts? These and other questions are crucial 
for time and time again our struggles have been side-
tracked or diverted by our own divisions and failure to 
reach a shared understanding about who or what we 
were fighting and why we were in the struggle. At the 
very same time, however, while we seek unity in 
struggle, we mu~ also never cease to appreciate and 
respect the very different terrains in which we struggle 
and, hence, the variegated modes of resistance which 
are demanded. Acclaiming our diversity must be a 
source of strength and unity. 
Related to all these profound questions, inciden-
tally, my recent trip to South Africa has left me deeply 
moved by the commitment of the African National 
Congress (ANC) to build a non-racial society. Whe~ 
it's all over, I believe the South Africans will have 
moved toward creating an equitable, non-racial society 
much quicker and more decisively than people in other 
racial states, e.g., the USA. The nature of the struggle 
inside South Africa has compelled people to have a 
tremendous clarity about who the enemy is. That clar-
ity yet eludes us in the United States--and I mean that 
for Black people, other people of color and, of course, 
White people. 
Undoing Racism 15 
In South Africa, many--not all--have moved 
through the three-fold process of unlearning racism, 
becoming anti-racist, and adopting non-racialism 
based on a firmer understanding and appreciation of 
the various mosaics of the human race. South 
Africa'~ long-time African National Congress lawyer 
and activist, Albie Sachs, eloquently captures the es-
sence of this perspective in his new book, Running to 
Maputo. Discussing how he and a Zulu colleague 
were laughing at a Jewish joke that had been related, 
Albie explains how within the ANC there was no at-
tempt to "wipe out,, the cultures of others but rather to 
share them with one another: 
"We are comrades and we are close, yet we do 
not have to become like each other, erase our 
personal tastes and ways of seeing and doing 
things, but rather contribute our different cul-
tural inputs so as to give more tex1ure to the 
whole. This is how one day we will rebuild 
South Africa, not by pushing a steamroller 
over the national cultures, but by bringing 
them together, seeing them as the many roots 
of a single tree, some more substantial than 
others, but all contributing to the tree's 
strength and beauty (emphasis added).,, 
From all that I've said, it must be obvious that I 
think the Church (i.e., the church from the Judeo-
Christian tradition) and all religious/ethical institu-
tions and organizations face a special challenge. The 
issues and conflicts facing the world today are too 
grave for the church, especially the rich church from 
the rich West, to any longer hide behind adages like: 
"not taking sides,,, "abhorring violence,,, or "mediat-
ing.,, They are crises too grave to simply do refugee 
work and help people once our swimmer has pulled 
them out of the river. If the church is going to be 
church, it must get down in the trenches with the rest 
of us. Sure, it can develop "contex1ual theological 
frameworks,, and "doctrinal perspectives" and hold 
conferences. But above all, the church should roll up 
its shirtsleeves and join in the fray--especially since so 
many of its conservative BRETHREN are constantly in 
the ball game playing right field. As your document 
Statement from the May 1989 Hong Kong Consulta-
tion on the YMCA as a Lay Christian Ecumenical 
Movement* points out: 
*Located in Working Documents for the 12th World Council 
of YMCA's, p. 34-35 
"SMOKING CAMELS" IN "INDIAN COUNTRY'' 
16 Undoing Racism 
"We see our future task in action as well as 
reflection; in prophecy as well as in 
senice ... We are not building an institution 
but are working towards the e>.1ension of the 
Kingdom of God ... The YMCA can fulfill its 
mission only when it is prepared to die in 
forms that may have become irrelevant to 
emerging mission challenges, and be resur-
rected, thus taking on new forms that allow 
renewal and consequent capability for its mis-
sion tasks ... " 
The current level of racial violence-and the poten-
tial for more death and violence, be it directed at the 
Y anomamis, Turkish asylum-seekers in Geneva, 
young women and men in Japanese or Californian fac-
tories or children in South African townships, means 
that now is a moment of global KAIROS. It is a mo-
ment for the combat against racism to be given what 
the Lutherans call status confessionis and what the 
Kenyan national liberation movement--the so-called 
"Mau-Mau" --called: oathing. We can do it with song 
and belief and big hearts. (21) We can assume the 
mantle of the struggle against racism as a long dis-
tance runner would do it--as opposed to a sprinter's 
stance, as opposed to merely singing 'we shall over-
come' and going home. People are struggling against 
racism all over the world (I'm struck with how little 
the word 'struggle ' or the phrase "we are in a 
struggle" appears in your documentation). From 
within the many aspects and locations of racism, there 
are profound struggles which beckon us to join in. 
The World YMCA today is being challenged. It needs 
to take up that challenge. We all need to take it up! 
In Kenyan writer Ngugi Wa Thiong's phrase (from 
his novel Devil on the Cross) we need to get more 
people to realize that: 
'Many hands can lift the heaviest of burdens.' 
"SMOKING CAMELS" IN "INDIAN COUNTRY'' 
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WORKING DESCRIPTIONS OF RACISM 
From: World Council of Churches, 
) 
Churches Responding to Racism in the 1980's 
Traditionally, we have described the nature and 
scope of racism as existing in three basic forms: atti-
tudinal, behaviorai and institutional. In 1968, the 
Uppsala Assembly of the WCC defined racism as fol-
lows: "By racism we mean ethnocentric pride in one's 
own racial group and preference for the distinctive 
characteristics of that group; belief that these charac-
teristics are fundamentally biological in nature and are 
thus transmitted to succeeding generations: strong 
negative feelings toward other groups who do not 
share these characteristics, coupled with the intention 
to discriminate against and exclude the out-group from 
full participation in the life of the community." 
This description is adequate when speaking of in-
dividual or interpersonal prejudice and discrimination. 
But during the decade, we have learned that while in-
dividual change and commitment are essential, it is 
institutional racism which is causing the greatest suf-
fering to the greatest number of people today, and it is 
the collective power of the churches and other groups 
which are required to combat institutional racism. 
Through the work of PCR and the struggles which 
PCR is supporting, we have learned more about how 
racism functions systematically. We believe that this 
emerging understanding must be pursued if we are to 
have clear descriptions of the resultant mechanisms of 
oppression and the diversionary tactics employed by 
racist systems. For Christians, this requires in addi-
tion, a mode of theological reflection based on contex-
tual, institutional involvement in the struggle against 
racism in both Church and society. The theology of 
struggle and combat against racism is our struggle 
now; the theology of structure as over against interper-
sonal relations is our struggle now. 
In this light, we offer the following observations 
and recommendations: 
1. Racism is increasingly a pervasive, worldwide 
phenomenon. It is not confined to certain 
countries or continents. 
2. The pervasiveness of racism means in part that 
no economic system, be it socialism or capital-
ism or any other, is intrinsically immune to the 
cancer of racism. 
3. Racism manifests itself in a multiplicity of 
ways on the local, national and international 
levels. 
4. In general, study and reflection have yet to 
produce a comprehensive definition or theory 
of racial oppression. 
S. As a consequence, until such a comprehensive 
definition or theory of racial oppression is 
evolved, strategies for combatting racism will 
have to be grounded in contextually-based 
definitions and theories. 
6. The broadest context in which racism mani-
fests itself today is the international capitalist 
system. Studies of true functioning of racism 
within that context have revealed a number of 
principles that may be useful in formulating 
contextually-based definitions and theories. 
They include the following: 
a) Racism is first and foremost a system of 
domination and oppression. 
b) Initially racism' s basic motivations were 
economic, but at different stages of devel-
opment, racial domination has been main-
tained for political, social, cultural, reli-
gious, military and psychological reasons. 
c) Manifestations of racism are socially deter-
mined and dependent on such factors as the 
racial character of the societal context; the 
nature of the competitive economic envi-
ronment; the degree of perceived threat 
posed by the oppressed racial group(s); the 
nature of the economic, political and cul-
tural resources that the oppressed group 
commands; and the level of demand for 
these resources in the local, national, and 
international political _econo_my. 
d) Racism is both overt and covert. It is en-
forced and maintained both consciously 
and unconsciously by the legal, cultural, re-
ligious, educational, economic, political 
and military institutions of society. 
e) Undergirding systems of racial domination 
are myths of racial superiority and inferior-
ity. T~e systems are built on notions of su-
perior and inferior groups. Individual rac-
ist actions are expressions of a process of 
group interaction. 
f) Racism confers certain privileges on the 
dominant group; It is the creation and de-
fense of these group privileges that sustains 
and perpetuates racism. 
g) Racism can be a matter of result rather than 
intent. Dominant group actions-intended 
or unintended--can produce patterns of ra-
cial domination. · 
h) Racism is one of at least three major sub-
systems of domination in the modern 
world. It interacts with classism and sex-
ism to produce the broad pattern of oppres-
sion and exploitation that plagues the 
world. 
7. These factors should be considered in formu-
lating theories and definitions of racism in 
other conte:x1S. 
The Regional Consultations preceding this World 
Consultation have drawn our attention to various 
forms of racism and their manifestations all over the 
world. Racial, ethnic, and caste oppression today in-
creasingly claim our special consideration and demand 
immediate action. The oppression and exploitation of 
the ethnic and cultural minorities, the aborigines and 
the original inhabitants and the tribal population are 
parts of a system characterized by the interaction and 
interdependence of social, cultural, political, and eco-
nomic forces. Thus land alienation, bonded labor, de-
nial of other economic rights, untouchability, segrega-
tion, political and bureaucratic repression, exist to-
gether destroying the identity of vast sections of the 
people. The increasing number and intensity of spe-
cific acts of repression and atrocities perpetrated on 
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these sections of the people are therefore not isolated 
or peripheral phenomena but central the system of 
domination in different parts of the world. The perva-
siveness of this system of discrimination and oppres-
sion has also affected the Church structures in these 
regions, and this is an additional cause for our con-
cern. 
Our priorities in these areas of oppression must be 
especially determined by the concrete struggles of the 
oppressed people who have already defined the areas 
of concern and action. In addition to the Black 
people's fight against White racism, the past decade 
has seen the emergence and strengthening of the 
struggles of oppressed people in the other regions for 
justice, identity and transformation of society. The 
specific struggles that are now shattering the imposed 
harmony of many societies are those against land 
alienation, development models which destroy the 
people's identity, and the denial of civil and human 
rights. Several sections of the oppressed people--tribal 
and cultural minorities--are demanding separate politi-
cal institutions and self-determination as the first step 
towards their liberation. These struggles must be seen 
in the context of both the regional and the global 
structures of power as well as the growing authoritar-
ian trends in many regions. 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
We recommend that the member churches and 
PCR conduct and encourage studies on the forms, 
mechanisms and theories of racism and other forms of 
social oppression and their impact on different conti-
nents and contexts. The PCR should e:x-pand and 
deepen its research programme on the form, mecha-
nisms and theories of racism. These studies should 
take into account the experiences of the people in op-
pression and struggle. 
We also recommend that the churches, building 
on the existing and emerging studies on racism, ini-
tiate a mode of theological reflection based on contex-
tual and institutional involvement in the struggle 
against all forms of racism in both church and society. 
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SWITZERLAND: A TALE OF "TETES DE NEGRES" 
As told by Margrit Liennert, Swiss Anti-Apartheid.,Movement, Geneva, Switzerland 
Switzerland's population is currently 6 million, of 
which 1 million are foreigners and 30,000 are asylum-
seekers• who claim to be political refugees and wish 
for. protection under that status. Switze~land does in 
fact have a law which states that it will not accept any 
"economic refugees," so these people have to prove 
that they have been politically persecuted. Many ar-
rive under horrible circumstances; for example, a 
Turkish rural family ( or clan) would sell their land to 
allow one of their sons to pay for the trip. There are 
also "passeurs" (paid conductors) who take a lot of 
money to bring the refugees across the border. One 
family walked across a mountainous pass where one of 
their children froze to death. A movie about this 
story, made by a Swiss, was nominated for best film at 
the Academy Awards and was sponsored in part by the 
Swiss government. 
Upon arrival, asylum-seekers are put in barracks, 
sometimes even tents, in different parts of the country 
and 10 to 15 people can share one room or large dor-
mitory. Apart from the physical difficulties, cultural 
differences such as eating habits cause strain. The ex-
treme right-wing party, the National Patriotic Front, 
started attacking the refugee centers last year. In one 
instance, a center was stormed while the local police 
stood by and just watched while the whole place was 
ransacked. The police did not interfere, it was stated, 
because no human beings had been put in danger. 
These attacks occur almost weekly, especially at week-
ends. Molatov cocktails and guns are used; some cen-
ters are burnt down completely causing injuries and 
some fatalities. 
The asylum-seekers are also attacked on the 
street; one young Turkish man was killed in Fribourg. 
The attacker was arrested but got a short sentence be-
cause it was not considered a racial crime but "only" 
an act by a drunken crowd on their outing one Satur-
day night! A young Brazilian man was killed by a 
young "right extremist" recently near Lausanne. All 
of the burnings and attacks are investigated but few 
•~ost of the refug_ees are Kurds from Turkey, Tamils from 
Sn Lanka, and Zatreans. 
charges are made. This August 1st was the 700th An-
niversary of the Confederation of Switzerland; the day 
before the festivities, the leader of the Patriotic Front 
was arrested along with a huge arsenal of weapons in-
cluding rifles, small bombs and revolvers. The Patri-
otic Front had planned assaults during the celebration 
in protest of the government's supposedly too liberal 
policies in regard to foreigners. The party leader was 
released the next day. 
A group of twenty Kurds after being ordered back 
to Turkey by the Swiss government, were hidden by a 
solidarity group with the help of the church. Follow-
ing a tip, the police forcibly expelled them. A similar 
fate befell a Zairean family who had been living in 
Switzerland for 13 years. The police sought them out 
by helicopter and located the farm where they were 
hiding; they too were expelled. This Spring, the num-
ber of border "exercises" near Schaffhausen increased 
significantly; a lack of Customs control officers has 
been given as the official explanation. 
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WHAT THE GYPSY SAID 
TO HER CHILDREN 
We are like the dead 
invisible to those who do not 
want to see, 
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and color is our only protection against 
the killing silence of their eyes, 
the crimson of our tents pitched 
like a scream 
in the fields of our foes, 
the amber warmth of our fires 
where we gather to lift our voices 
in the purple lament of our songs, 
And beyond the scope of their senses 
where all colors blend into one 
we will build our cities of light, 
we will carve them 
out of the granite of their hatred, 
with our own brown hands . 
--Judith Ortiz Cofer 
From: Woman of Her Word: Hispanic Women Write 
Taken from:Making Face, Making Soul· Creative and Critical Per-




To pray you open your whole self 
To slfy, to earth, to sun, to moon 
to one whole voice that Is you. 
And lfnow there Is more 
That you can't see, can't hear, 
Can't llnow except In moments 
Steadlty growing, and languages 
That aren't a/Ways sound but other 
Circles or motion. 
LIiie eagle that Sunday morning 
over Salt r/Ver. Circled In blue slfy 
In wind, swept our hearts clean 
With sacred wings. 
We see you, see ourse/Ves and llnow 
that we must talle the utmost care 
And lllndness In all things. 
Breathe In, llnowlng we are made of 
All this, and breathe, llnowlng 
We are truty blessed because we 
Were born, and die soon within a 
True drcle or motion, 
LIiie eagle rounding out the morning 
Inside us. 




From: In Mad Love and War, Weslyan Press, 1990 
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FOOTNOTES 
1. Lee Chae-ho, "Revision ofUS/ROK Status of 
Forces Agreement (SOFA): 'Abrupt Shift in US 
Attitude Threatens to Fuel Anti-US Sentiment,'" 
Korea Update, No. 102, November-December, 
1990,p.24 
2. As quoted in English section of Le Monde, Guard-
ian Weekly, June 30, 1991, p. 13 
3. IBID, p. 13 
4. See Tomforde, Ana, "Neo-Nazis Threat Haunts 
Dresden, Guardian Weekly, June 16, 1991 
5. Fisher, Marc "Disillusioned German Youths 
Drawn to Neo-Nazis,"Guardian Weekly, June 23, 
1991 
6. Naudet, Jean-Baptist, "Anti-Semitism Re-awaken-
ing in Romania,"Guardian Weekly, July 21, 1991, 
p.15 
7. "Between Two Worlds: Report ofa wee Team 
Visit to Aboriginal Communities in Australia," 
PCR Information, No. 28, 1991, p. 93 
8. Mayman, Jan, "Australian Police Accused Over 
Cell Death,"Guardian Weekly, May 19, 1991 
9. The Daily Mirror, October 5, 1991. As quoted in 
Burger, Julian, Report From the Frontier: The 
State of the World's Indigenous Peoples, Zed 
Books, London, 1987, p. 185 
10. For two excellent short articles on Papua and East 
Timor see: Sands, Susan, "West Papua: Forgot-
ten War, Unwanted People," Cultural Survival 
Quarterly, Vol. 15, No. 2, 1991 and George, 
Alexander, "The Times Tackles Timor," Lies of 
Our Times, Vol. 2, No. 1, January 1991 
11. Robinson, Eugene, "Modem World Infects the 
Last Yanomami of Brazil," The Washington 
Post, July 14, 1991 
12. The concept of a racially ordered state has been 
best projected in a previously cited book entitled 
Racial Formation in the United States. In the 
book the authors assert that the United States is 
the replete racial state. See page 72, in the section 
on the racial state: 
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"Since the earliest days of colonialism in North 
America, an identifiable racial order has linked the 
system of political rule to the racial classification 
of individuals and groups. The major institutions 
and social relationships of US society--law, politi-
cal organizations, economic relationships, religion, 
cultural life, residential patterns, etc. --have been 
structured from the beginning by racial order." 
13. Facts taken from Southern African Research and 
Development Center (SARDC) Newsletter, 
Harare, Zimbabwe, July 1991 
14. Sources: American Committee on Africa, 1990 
South African Fact Sheet and South African Insti-
tute of Race Relations, Annual Survey, 1989-90 
15. O'Dell, Jack, "Paradise Lost," Freedomways, 1975, 
as quoted in Mugbane Ben, Ties That Bind, 
Monthly Review, New York, 1982 
16. Edsall, Macy, "Race," The Atlantic Monthly, Vol. 
267, No. 5, May 1991, p. 53 
17. Omi and Winant, op.cit., p.vii 
18. "Nurturing Diversity for Today's Children and 
Tomorrow's Leaders," Young Children, January 
1988, by Carol Brunson Phillips 
19. Boudreau, John, "Going Against 'Basic Instinct': 
Film's Negative Portrayal Infuriates Gay Groups," 
The Washington Post, June 4, 1991 
20. See Partizann/CAFCA, "Plunder" Pub. 1991, 218 
Liverpool Rd., London NllLE 
21. An inspiring source of motivation, likeable to Joy 
Harjo's poem in the Appendix, is Vincent 
Harding's book, Hope and History. See especially 
his chapter entitled "Letters to Teachers." 
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